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A Prayer in Celebration of Colorado Public Lands Day
May 20, 2017
In the opening verses of the ancient book of Genesis, the author attempts to capture in words of poetry, something of the wonder and mystery that he saw all around him:
In the beginning, when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters.  Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light.  And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness.  God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night.  And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.  Isn’t that beautiful?  It is that common love for creation and our dedication to its care that stands at the heart of Colorado Public Lands Day.  
Would you please join me in giving thanks for the beauty of our world, and for those who care for and steward this incredible planet we call home.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe.  You made the whole earth for your glory; all creation praises you.  Innumerable galaxies of the heavens worship you.  Creatures that grace the earth rejoice in you.  All those in the deepest seas bow to you in adoration.  We lift our voices to join the songs of heaven and earth, of things seen and unseen.

You stretched out the heavens like a tent; you divided the day from the night; you appointed times and seasons for work and rest, for tearing down and building up.  You bless your creation with an abundance in majesty, a variety in creativity, and a depth of beauty that leaves us overwhelmed with a sense of awe before your creative power.  
In your wisdom you appointed stewards to care for a creation teeming with life and vitality.  On this first celebration of Colorado Public Lands Day, we give you thanks, O God, for those who have labored in the care of forests and fields, mountains and valleys, lakes and waterways.  We thank you for their dedication and sacrifice.  And we ask you to bless the fruits of their labor.  May generations yet unborn rise up to give you thanks and praise for their efforts to keep and maintain the beauty and the integrity of your good creation.

For all these things and whatever else you see that you need we lift before you, praying in the name which is above every name, holy and blessed, now and forever.  Amen.

