Blessing of the Animals
{Name of Church}

{Date}
Order of Worship

Presider’s Edition
The Gathering

Call to Worship:  

Good morning! Let us gather together using the call to worship printed in your bulletin.
(Pastor pours water into the font)

The Lord be with you.     

And also with you.
Let us worship God together.

Let us sing to the Lord a new song; A song for and with all the creatures of the earth.

Let us rejoice in the goodness of God shown in the beauty of creation.

Let us marvel at the creatures that are wonderful in God’s sight.

Let us extol God’s handiwork in the complexity of our world.

Lord, help to us wonder, to stand in awe, to stand eyes wide at the richness of the world you have laid before us.

Opening Hymn  -  All Creatures of Our God and King  



A Gracious Plenty
All creatures of our God and King, lift up your voice and with us sing;  Alleluia! Alleluia!

Thou burning sun with golden beam, thou silver moon with softer gleam; 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
Thou flowing water, pure and clear, make music for thy Lord to hear! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Thou fire so masterful and bright, that givest us both warmth and light; 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

All creatures, your Creator bless, and worship God in humbleness! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son, and praise the Spirit, Three in One! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Prayer of the Day: 
Let us pray.

God of the universe, all creatures praise you;

The birds flying upward toward the heavens,

The growl of the bear, the croak of the frog, the purring of the cat,

The wide eyes of the tiger, the swift legs of the cheetah,

The dance of the hare, the lapping of the dog, the descent of the dove.

God of a thousand ears, the music of your creatures resounds throughout the earth and in heaven a symphony is made.  We humbly ask that you raise us up to see the world through your eyes so that we may treasure each blessed creature alive with your Spirit and touched by your creative hand.  May the blessing of this wonderful God, Creator, Christ, and Holy Spirit, be upon us all, now and forever. Amen.
Welcome and Greetings: 
Good morning and welcome to this Blessing of the Animals service.  As you no doubt have realized, today’s worship service will be a bit different than those we might be used to.  We celebrate the unpredictability and beauty of creation, the woofs and meows of our furry friends, the holy vestments of sunlight, wind, and trees. That being said, we invite you to relax into this service of worship.  If your dog needs to walk around, play, or use the bathroom, that’s okay.  If you would like to walk around, play, or use the restroom, that’s okay. We invite you to stand or sit where you can hear as you are comfortable.  If your pet wants to sing along or shout alleluia, that’s okay.  In this space, all creatures have a voice, both human and non-human. So together, let us worship God.
A Litany of Confession and Intercession: 
Let us pray.
Compassionate God, we confess that too often we are deaf to the cries of your creatures and are blind to their suffering.  We ask your forgiveness for the ways we mistreat your creation or are silent in the midst of the suffering of animals, wild or domestic.  Especially we pray for:

Animals that are neglected and ill-treated,

Endangered animals that are illegally hunted for sport,

Animals that are exhibited for entertainment,

Animals that suffer in unhealthy environments as they are raised for food,

Animals who suffer genetic manipulation or testing in laboratories,

Animals without a home and face euthanasia,

Animals endangered for the sake of profit,

Animals killed by environmental disasters wrought by human carelessness or mistake,

Animals that have lost their habitat.

Give us clean hearts and caring hands. O Lord. Tune our ears to their cries and help us amend our ways.  We pray this together in the name of the one who creates and recreates all of life, Amen.

The Word

First Reading

Genesis 9:8-17
Second Reading 

Selections from Psalm 104
Meditation
Song – They’ll Know We are Christians by our Love    



A Gracious Plenty
We are one in the Spirit. We are one in the Lord. We are one in the Spirit. We are one in the Lord.
And we pray that all unity will one day be restored.

Refrain: And they’ll know we are Christian by our love, by our love. Yes they’ll know we are Christian by our love.

We will walk with each other. We will walk hand in hand. We will walk with each other. We will walk hand in hand. And together we’ll spread the news that God is in our land. (Refrain)

All praise to the Father from whom all things come. And all praise to Christ Jesus God’s only Son. And all praise to the Spirit who makes us one. (Refrain)

Our Response

Blessing of the Animals Litany
(Presiders stand in front of table)
Presider: We gather here today in the beauty of creation and give thanks that we have been made partners in the caretaking of this world.

All: We gather here today recognizing that we are a part of creation, filled with the breath of God and made of the dust of the earth.

Presider: We gather here today alongside the creatures of the earth;

Presider: Those that fly over head,

Presider: Those that creep below on the ground,

Presider: Those who bring joy to our homes,

Presider: Those that fill us with awe and delight.

All: We ask the blessing of our good and faithful God upon all the animals of the earth, those known to us and those yet to be discovered.

Presider: May God bless the animals of the earth and sea and air with security of habitat, plentiful food and clean water.

Presider: May God bless animals that are endangered with our concern and protection.

Presider: May God bless our efforts to ensure that no animal is exploited or forgotten.

All:  May God bless our companion animals, that they may be for us a source of comfort, play, and joy.   May God bless the memories of our beloved pets that have died. Keep all of creation in your arms of redemptive love.

Presider: May God bless the animals that provide service to us. Protect animals that assist our police and armed forces, as well as those who serve the blind and those with physical or mental illness.  

Presider: May God make us instruments of God’s peace;

Presider: Where there is hatred, let us sow love;

Presider: Where there is injury, pardon;

Presider: Where there is doubt, faith;

Presider: Where there is despair, hope;

Presider: Where there is darkness, light;

Presider: Where there is sadness, joy.

All: Let us be a consoling, understanding, loving, and forgiving people;

And that we may dwell in the love of God forever.  

A Time of Blessing
(Pastor will instruct. Following instructions, other presiders will take up stations around the space.  The blessing will continue until all have cycled through.)
We invite you to bring your pet, or a photo of your pet (living or passed), to one of the stations for a blessing.  Children may bring a stuffed animal to the stations if they wish.
The Sending

Song – A Place in the Choir  






A Gracious Plenty
Refrain: All God's creatures got a place in the choir
Some sing low and some sing higher,
Some sing out loud on a telephone wire,
Some just clap their hands, or paws, or anything they've got now

Listen to the top where the little bird sings
On the melodies and the high notes ringing,
And the hoot owl cries over everything
And the blackbird disagrees.

Singing in the night time, singing in the day,
When little duck quacks, and he's on his way.
And the otter hasn't got much to say
And the porcupine talks to himself (Refrain)

The dogs and the cats they take up the middle
While the honeybee hums and the cricket fiddles,
The donkey brays and the pony neighs
And the old gray badger sighs...

Listen to the bass, it's the one on the bottom
Where the bullfrog croaks and the hippopotamus
Moans and groans with a big t'do
And the old cow just goes moo. (Refrain)

It's a simple song a little song everywhere
By the ox and the fox and the grizzly bear,
The cranky alligator and the hawk above,
The sly old weasel and the turtle dove. (Refrain)
Charge and Benediction
Following the benediction, we invite those gathered to share in a time of friendship and fun.  Please visit the table for some pet treats and information on ways you can continue to bless the animals in our community.

